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INTRODUCTION TO CHANGING PLACES

• In today’s global world, a sense of place, and identity, 
has become increasingly important for many people 
as they try to work out a sense of belonging to 
somewhere 

• Additionally, places have seen that to increase their 
appeal to people and businesses they often need to 
develop certain aspects to make them either unique 
or attractive to investment. 

• This topic area is fully embedded in case studies, and 
so it is place-driven rather than process-driven  and 
you will be finding out more about a range of places.



A SENSE OF PLACE

• Think about the place 
where you live and answer 
the questions  on the mind 
map in question 1

• Then think about a place 
you studied at GCSE e.g. 
Rio de Janeiro, 
Birmingham, or maybe 
Lagos  and answer the 
questions in a different 
colour 

• Then complete question 2 
by studying the two photos



TASKS

There are lots of features and 
processes that you have learnt 
at GCSE, when studying urban 
areas, that you develop at A 
level. Complete the glossary 
sheet in question 3 to re-cap 
these 



CHANGING PLACES

• Places change over time, and urban planners have 
learnt a lot from mistakes of past urban management. 

• You might find the following BBC Bitesize section a 
useful refresher to study before answering question 4

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zqdkkqt/revisio
n/1

• Urbanisation is an increase in the number of people 
living in towns and cities. Urbanisation occurs mainly 
because people move from rural areas to urban areas 
and it results in growth in the size of the urban 
population and the extent of urban areas.

• This creates challenges and opportunities as we have 
seen at GCSE

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zqdkkqt/revision/1


TASK 

Answer questions 4 
to 6



RURAL DEPRIVATION

• One of the causes of urbanisation is rural 
deprivation

• Rural populations are pushed out of their area 
due to difficult circumstances and are pulled to 
urban areas by the improved opportunities

• Watch the video on this link 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t5D3HwHm76E)

Task: Answer question 7 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t5D3HwHm76E


CHANGING PLACES ESSAY QUESTION

Essay question task: complete question 8

With reference to a place you have studied, evaluate the 
factors that have changed the place  over time. (8 marks)

Things to consider: 

• The place  can be in an HIC, NEE or LIC

• How has the government tied to change the area?

• How has the population changed?

• How have the characteristics of the areas changed?

Remember: with an ‘evaluate’ question you must try to 
show which factors are most and least important in the 
place


